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The creation of a new nation on the 1st of January 1901 presented an
opportunity to create a new story for a new nation and the imagining a new
capital was fundamental to this. However, this project seeks to question why
a capital ‘city’ was required and proposes a more temporal and flexible form
that both fulfils the constitutional and representative roles of parliament and
democracy.

c 1 b 9 d 3 ‘The Political Circus’ hopes to build upon the legacy of the Great Exhibitions of

Sydney (1879) and Melbourne (1880) and the utopian and idealistic visions
that preceded the creation of Canberra. However, the project suggests a
break with the unquestioning decision to seek a traditional form of federal
capital in the western sense. The project challenges the pre-conceptions of a
‘capital’ as it was viewed in the period up to the designing of Canberra through
the use of technologies and infrastructure available to us now.

‘ ‘ The Seat of Government

...we have before us an almost
unique opportunity - an
opportunity which has
occurred only a few times
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